ranciscan 


Copyright, 1959, Franciscan Herald Press 


mil 


STE 
Has 


UI | D 


a) 


a \\ 


x Sz EN Se 
Sf ew ) . 
= \> NI eS es “SS 
\) 


r ty 
f YN 


22 
~~ Rees 5 


4 


Ke 


\ Ss Wy 
NG WB 


‘ 
Ys 
a i], 
ef 


| 
fi 


S 
ly 
(Ss 


ranciscan 


Feenlond ROTUM 


Official Organ of the Third Order of St. 


Francis in North America. 
Manager—Albert J. Nimeth, O.F.M. 
Editor—Mark Hegener, O.F.M. 


Associate—Xavier Carroll, O.F.M. 
Cum Permissu Superiorum 


Published monthly at 1434 W. 51st St. 
Chicago 9, Ill., U.S.A., Tel. YArds 7-2100 


Entered as second class matter March 23, 
1940, at the Post Office at Chicago, Illinois, 
under Act of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for 
mailing at special rate of postage provided 
for in section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, 
authorized April 1, 1934. 


$2.00 a year; 20c a copy 


Cover Picture: St. Joseph Cafasso 
belongs to the triumvirate of ter- 


all of 
of St. Francis and 
one after the other passing on his 


tiary priests of Turin, Italy 
them followers 


influence and inspiration for ac- 
quiring sanctity. There was St. 
Joseph Benedict Cottolengo, found- 
er of the now famous Orphane 
Piccolo Casa; he in turn was a 
dominant influence in the life of 
St. Joseph Cafasso: seminary rec- 
tor, helper of the poor and down- 
trodden, confessor to the gallow 
birds (as shown on our front coy- 
r). And St. Joseph Cafasso was 
the guiding hand behind the first 
undertakings of St. John Don Bos- 
co, whose story almost everyone in 
the world knows by now. The 
Third Order way of life was the 
dominant influence in all three 
men, just as it was for the patron 
of all parish priests, St. John 
Vianney, the Cure of Ars. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


This 1959 Financial Report of the Federated Provinces of the Third 
Irder of St. Francis again indicates a growing interest in the operations of 
he Central Office. The increase in the Per Capita Contributions gives 
estimony to the genuine willingness of the Tertiaries to cooperate with 
heir Father Commissaries in the wide scope of activities suggested by the 
‘ederation. Sixteen Tertiary Provinces increased their offering during 
959; five remitted contributions less than the previous year; six remain 
n the inactive list. 


Naturally, the expenses of the Federation increase in proportion to the 
xtended services. During 1959, the disbursements exceeded the receipts 
y almost $1500; a situation that leads to “bankruptcy”! But, more bulle- 
ms; more meetings by members of the Board; etc., require greater expen- 
itures. 


1960 promises to become another milestone in the growth of the Fed- 
rated Provinces. The Secretary of the Executive Board has assumed full- 
me duties. Fr. Philip Marquard, O.F.M., of the Sacred Heart Province, 
as been released from other duties to give his every working moment to 
re Third Order of St. Francis. This step forward will create additional 
urdens on the Common Fund of the Federation: office space, equipment, 
ssistants (permanent and occasional), etc.; however, service to you and 
our Tertiaries will be his only obligation. Last year we thought that this 


) We believe you will welcome this news and assure us of your coopera- 
‘on, both spiritual and material. We depend on you to support the opera- 
on of the Federation—and we know that the Tertiaries in your Province 


ill happily assist you in the future expansion of the Third Order of St. 
rancis in North America. 


ermanent Secretary was far-off; now it is a reality! 


Yours in St. Francis, 
: Won. E. Corcoran 
Tertiary Treasurer 
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THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS IN NORTH AMERICA 
Financial Report 
January 1, 1959 to December 31, 1959 


RECEIPTS 
Per Capita Contributions, 1959...... $14,393.04 
19589258 1,619.51 $16,012.55 
Federation: Publications’ | sista. 0 0 7 ae 38.75 
Sunday Observance Donations ...............-- 260.16 
Hour of St. Francis, Radio ......... $29,560.49 
Television ..... 13,698.60 
Sponsor . ..0-%- 50.00 43,309.09 
Youth Congress, Registrations ...... $ 1,614.00 
Room & Board .... 7,446.00 9,060.00 
Miscellaneous Donations ...............--+e00> 1,006.35 
shotal Receipts tnvs seins abuse nals: Sea Reeee Ie eee 69,686.90! 
$78,797.88) 
DISBURSEMENTS & 
Federation Office Salaries and Expense ........ $ 6,342.78 : 
dU reastirer’s Expense (15 ssc chia eee oe ee meee 34.06 
Bille tinge: 5 Ses. py Ree ea 2,229.74 
PEG Jets a ieee atiwe cae eee oe ee ee 2,647.40 
Board Méetines-teni.£ Sevan te eee 4,810.77 
Hour of St. Francis, Radio ......... $29,560.49 
Television ..... 13,698.60 
Sponsor 1.4. ee 50.00 43,309.09 
Youth’ Congress, 1959 ty, seeen means 5 ee eee 10,713.23 
Miscellaneous: 2) a2 een alk. Se OAMedae 1,025.00 
Total: Disbursements: ici 'ot Gus cakes «feed oa ee 71,112.07) 
BALANCE: “DEGEMBER 351, 1959) 2s ncst sence cen ee eee $ 7,685.8 3 
BALANCE SHEET 
Assets Liabilities 
Gash: 5. Peete eee $ 2,270.04 Tertiary Home for Aged $ 1,133.32 
Convention Account ... 5,415.77 1962 Convention Reserve 2,500.04 
Loan to AVE Coop ..... 7,500.00) «Surplus .dirwees ora 11,552.44 
MotaliAssetssaa1 ealen. $15,185.81 Total Liabilities ..... $15,185.8 
Respectfully submitted, | 
Won. E. Corcoran 
Tertiary Treasurer. | 
we:ms 1 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
January 15, 1960 
(See page 188) 
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AOME Meet My FRIEND” is the title of the lead article in the April 24, 
J60 issue of Our Sunday Visitor by the Rt. Rev. John J. Walde. Subtitled 
an invitation for you and your friends,” the article is the fruit of years of 
mvert work by Msgr. Walde in the sparsely Catholic population of Okla- 
oma City, Oklahoma. Where only about 3% of the population is Catholic, 
mvert work has been a major apostolate. “Come Meet My Friend” is a 
rect invitation to everyone outside the ranks of the Church to open the 
»0r, walk down the aisle and meet Jesus Christ in his Mystical Body, the 
hurch. 

“Come Meet My Friend” is available in pamphlet form at $10.00 for 100 
pies, with special discounts on orders of $2.00 or more. 

Tt is also available in LP (33 speed), narrated by Msgr. Walde, for $1.98 
ystpaid. Special prices for quantity orders. 

The uniqueness of Msgr. Walde’s apostolate for winning converts is the 
mplicity with which he has approached the problem—and with the simple 
ol of a LP record. Here you have the whole package: no explaining to 
» by you. Simply give an interested party the record, ask him to play it 
id listen to it attentively in the quiet of his home where he can let the 
ords penetrate. He can play it over again if he wishes. And pray that 
e Holy Ghost gives him the grace to see. Here is an apostolic instrument 
r every Catholic For the pamphlet and the record make a clear and 
arm presentation of the truths of the faith with the added feature of a 
icere and simple invitation to “Come Meet My Friend.” 


ee THROUGHOUT the country will be glad to know that Monsignor 
hn Walde, a tertiary for many years and founder of a fraternity in Okla- 
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homa City, has also served as priest consultor for Sacred Heart Tertiary 
Province (no. 5) for the past 18 years. 

So thoroughly is Msgr. Walde imbued with the spirit of St. Francis that 
even in so short an invitation as “Come Meet My Friend” he says: “Strangely 
enough, the poor in spirit are the ones who are happiest. St. Francis of 
Assisi has proven this so wonderfully, for when he, who could have been 
rich, divested himself of the bonds which tied him to earth, his spirit soared 
heavenward and so great was the joy that emanated from his person that 
by the thousands men and women wanted to follow in his footsteps. Even 
today, after 750 years, there are over four million who follow a Rule of 
Life laid down by him for our guidance.” 

Mser. Walde’s new convert project is a pioneering effort. But he is used 
to pioneering. He is the first priest ever to have a regular series of instrue-: 
tions on the faith over the radio—which he started 36 years ago and which! 
is kept up to this day, Sunday after Sunday, over station KOMA, Oklahoma: 
City. He has delivered four series of sermons on national hook ups over 
The Catholic Hour, sponsored by the NCCM. He is the author of “Making, 
the Catholic Church Easy to Know,” a book of convert instructions; also: 
of “Now Hear Our Side” and “What You Should Know About Catholics” 
which has reached the 600,000 mark. These latter are available from the: 
author at 1005 N.E. 15th St., Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Bion WITH the most basic concept, that of man’s incessant pursuiti 
of happiness, Msgr. Walde leads his listener through the basic doctrines offi 
the faith, ending with a meeting of Christ in the Eucharist. He then takes 
the listener into a Catholic Church, points out the altar and tabernaclel 
where “My Friend” abides, and the Sacrifice that is offered there. 

Mser. Walde’s “Come Meet My Friend” pamphlet and LP record have 
been an immediate success. Our Cardinal Protector, Richard Cardinal 
Cushing, wrote that he is using the pamphlet and the record in the Infors 
mation Centers which he is now establishing in every parish of the areh/ 
diocese of Boston. At the Oklahoma State Convention of the Knights ot 
Columbus, the “Come Meet My Friend” record was given to each Granda 
Knight, and the State Deputy of Oklahoma is taking the project to tha 
national convention. The Catholic Daughters of America are sponsoring 
it nationally also. 

Here is an apostolate in which every fraternity and every tertiary cam 
easily enter, and the tools of the apostolate are ready at hand. All we neee 
is an awareness that it is our task to be missionaries not only for the field’ 
afar but for the man in the other apartment, and the neighbor across thi 
alley and the buddy at the next desk and the girl with the pink fingernail) 
at the other typewriter. All of them are seeking and not finding. All o¢ 
them are yearning but not yielding. They are looking for their Friene 
Eternal and they seek stability and permanence in the Everlasting Arms! 

Isn’t it simple to say to them: I have a Friend I’d like you to meet. Tak 
this record home with you. Play it by yourself. Listen carefully. Com 
meet my Friend. Mark Hecener O.F.M 

(SEE BACK COVER) 1 
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Dietrich 
von 


Hildebrand 


by Xavier Carroll, O.F.M. 


= MOST SOUGHT after out of print 
ooks in Catholic circles today is 
“‘ransformation in Christ. It is a dif- 
cult book, profoundly plumbing basic 
shristian attitudes. Written by a phi- 
ysopher, it requires the mind of a 
hilosopher to read, But all thought- 
11 people who have contemplated it 
-and it demands contemplation — 
ave emerged from their task so richly 
swarded that they have refused to 
ive up the book, In many instances 
1ere has resulted, too, a “transforma- 
on in Christ.” 

The author of this remarkable book 
tertiary of St. Francis, Dietrich von 
ildebrand. 

How often we build images of people 
om their writings only to have them 
nash on the shoals of reality. This 
rely is the case of Dietrich von Hilde- 
‘and. Reading his translated writings, 
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one would surely form the picture of 
a detached scholar struggling with the 
problems of essence and existence on 
some remote olympus. Von Hildebrand 
is constantly occupied with the theme 
of “value,” that certain realities are 
good or bad, important or expend- 
able in themselves. There is a certain 
“oughtness” to much of life that over- 
rides any thought of usefulness or use- 
lessness. He demands that we conduct 
ourselves properly when encountering 
any such “‘value”—no matter what the 
personal consequences. He is the foe 
of all relativism and subjectivism. 
Now all this sounds a bit stuffy, some- 
thing you could expect from a man 
who had never descended into the 
arena of daily life—pushed around by 
real live people and a victim of “dirty 
pool.” But Dietrich von Hildebrand 
got his hands dirty and his feet wet. He 
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is temperamentally inclined to become 
involved in the give and take of life. 
He did become involved. His message 
is that there is involvement and in- 
volvement. He teaches us to become a 
Christian in the marketplace. 

Von Hildebrand’s marketplace was 
ternpestuous Germany after the First 
World War. He was professor of social 
ethics at the University of Munich 
when all kinds of challenging ideas 
were in the air. The most radical views 
were wrestling for men’s minds. Na- 
tionalism and communism were in a 
death struggle, and both of them re- 
duced the individual to a pawn in the 
hand of the most powerful. Von Hilde- 
brand did not just sit in his study and 
think; he got up and yelled. Loud, He 
cared little for position and career. His 
“values” were his treasure and alone 
worth his blood. He helped found a 
publishing house which disseminated 
literature that helped lead German 
Catholicism out ot the ghetto and into 
ferment of naeural life. When the Nazi 
movement gained momentum he relo- 
cated in Vienna, not merely for the 
chair of philosophy offered him there, 
but principally to be free to carry on 
the attack. He founded an intellectual 
weekly that hammered away at totali- 
tarlanism whether brown or red. He 
personally contributed trenchant, po- 
lemic articles. Hitler marched into Aus- 
tria and the now famous professor was 
off to France, the Institute Catholicque 
at ‘Toulouse, and finally he arrived in 
New York at Fordham University. 

Dietrich von Hildebrand was born 
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into a classical European culture. Just 
to mention the name of his father is 
to verify this in the eyes of a continental 
European. Adolph von Hildebrand was 
a a noted sculpturer. His home was 
Florence and Dietrich confesses that 
he has even been Italian by tempera- 
ment. In truth he is a cosmopolitan, 
not in the sense of being truly at home 
nowhere but in the real meaning of 
being at home everywhere. Wherever 
and whenever he taught, students and 
scholars gathered about him in close, | 
loyal circles. They were always of two 
kinds: one given to considerations of | 
liturgy and aesthetics, the other to: 
burning political questions. This phe- - 
nomenon reveals the man: at once a3 
true scholar, passionate researcher, pro- - 
found thinker and a man of action. He : 
firmly believes that ideas have conse: - 
quences. 
Other works of von Hildebrand’s; 
translated into English are: In Defense ¢ 
of Purity; Marriage, Liturgy and Per- 
sonality; Fundamental Moral Att-: 
tudes; Christian Ethics—this last origi- 
nally in English and published in 1953.) 
In this issue of the Forum we are 
presenting an article which he wrote: 
in 1921. It deals with the difficult po-: 
sition of the Franciscan, the Christian.) 
before the legitimate claims of human 
values, Must there be a cleavage be-? 
tween what is of earth and what isi 
of heaven? The traditional responses 
of the wiseman has been: we must dis 
tinguish! And so says von Hildebrand. 
world-renwned philosopher and mem- 
ber of our own Fransiscan family. 


a 
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Lhe Spirit of St. Francis and the Third Order 


by Dietrich von Hildebrand 
translated by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


BIR eceive, dear Brother, the light of 
shrist as a sign of your immortality, 
hat dead, to the world, you may live 
into God, fleeing the works of dark- 
vess. Rise from the dead! Christ. will 
nlighten you!” 


With these words the priest offers 
he lighted candle to the new novice 
n the clothing ceremony of the Third 
Irder. A sharp line is drawn through 
he world, separating the genuine val- 
ies which we ought to embrace as gifts 
rom God, from the pseudo ones to 
vhich no one can give himself without 
hereby estranging himself from God. 


Leave The World! 


Marriage, family, friendship, talents 
nd abilities, health, the necessities of 
1e body, art, nature, the drink of water 
qat refreshes the thirsty, the ray of 
inshine that warms and enlivens us— 
Il are gifts of God flowing from his 
wn substantial goodness. Power, es- 
em, position, Money, possessions as 
ossessions, amusements, the desire for 
ver new experience, the satisfaction of 
ur curiosity, sensuality, outdoing 
thers, getting our own way, all of 
1ese are “goods” of this world, arising 
om its spirit. We cannot embrace 
1em as gifts of God for they can have 
ulue only for one who is turning aside 
om God. They are the -true “flesh 
ots of Egypt” and to pursue them is 
. wander from God. “You cannot 
rve God and Mammon.” 

These worldly goods must not touch 
wr hearts in any way. When in God’s 
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good pleasure we meet them, there are 
some, such as sensuality, from which 
we must simply step aside. Others, such 
as power, public repute, money, must 
pass through our hands without our 
placing the least dependence upon 
them. 

On the other hand, amidst the 
other earthly goods which we may 
embrace as gifts of God we must 
live freely, without losing ourselves in 
them. But whoever chooses the way 
of perfection must free himself also 
from these in order to keep his vision 
clear to behold the glory of the “most 
beautiful of the sons of men,” to 
sharpen his ear to hear the sweet 
sound of his voice who said to us: 
“Come to me all you who labor and 
are burdened and I will give you rest” ; 
his tongue ready to taste how “the 
Lord is sweet,” his heart free and open 
to that fire of love which Jesus, “our 
life and our resurrection” has brought 
upon earth, who wills nothing else 
than that it should be enkindled— 
O that we may say: “My beloved is 
mine and I am his who grazes amongst 
the lilies.” 


Roads to Detachment 


Now this detachment, presented as 
the special goal of those who are striv- 
ing for perfection, can be pursued in 
different ways. There is the high and 
narrow path whereon one not only 
abstains from all earthly goods to an 
heroic degree but even shuts off from 
view their undeniable beauty and at- 
tractiveness. Such a one, reflecting on 
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the transitoriness of this world, sums 
up all earthly goods in a word: “Van- 
ity of vanities and all is vanity.” Every 
involvement, even in genuine natural 
goods, is avoided in order to be left 
free to pursue the highest good which 
is the essence of all beauty. To such a 
one it is preferable to become blind 
and deaf to beauty and goodness in 
so far as it involves one in earthly 
goods that he may be free for the 
eternal, “The beauty ever old and 
ever new” of the “King of eternal 
glory.” Itis kept ever clear how menial 
is the earth in order to understand 
fully how great is heaven. 

This is the way pursued so remorse- 
lessly by the great fathers of the desert; 
at all times it has been found in the 
Church from Blessed Melania to the 
holy Thomas a Kempis whose Fol- 
lowing of Christ recommends consis- 
tently total detachment from all 
earthly goods. 

But there is another way. There is 
a way which makes use of all these 
genuine created values, without los- 
ing oneself in them, as so many 
ladders to God. It sees all of them 
in a supernatural light as revelations 
of the good God. It sees them, as it 
were, as they function in the creative 
plan. This way, though also found in 
all ages of the Church’s life, is espe- 
cially realized in St. Francis. 


The Way of St. Francis 

According to this approach one 
embraces the beauty and good of all 
genuine, earthly goods so profoundly 
and completely that he touches upon 
the juncture where they are linked 
to God, the “Father of lights.” One 
remains aware of how small are all 
earthly goods; but also how great are 
the genuine goods in the original 
creative plan when they flowed from 
his hand “of whose glory the heaven 
and earth are full”; how boundlessly 
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great is heaven in view of which all 
earthly goods reveal their true beauty. 
One enters so deeply into the value 
of things, seen with a supernatural 
perspective, that each thing stretches’ 
out to eternity. It becomes a window 
for God’s supernatural beauty, and is 
seen as a vessel of God’s lavish good- 
ness and glory. For God is not only a 
dispenser of all true goods; he sup- 
ports, nourishes, pervades them. 


This Franciscan way, however, is) 
not thereby a less thorough break with 
the “world”; it is, perhaps, an even’ 
more absolute one. The break merely | 
takes a different form: there is no: 
physical distance between the person: 
and earthly goods, but goods are super- | 
naturally embraced. It is not simply: 
a case of one taking harmless joy im: 
lawful earthly goods with a gratefuli 
glance at God, their creator, preserver’ 
and dispenser. One is not yet united 
with God who directs all things tos 
God with a good intention, thanking, 
him for success and simply offering iti 
up interiorly. A merchant who lives: 
completely for his business, pursuing; 
succcess in honorable, lawful ways butt 
whose heart is caught up in it, andk 
who enjoys his wife and children ini 
proud prosperity, may occasionallyl 
thank God for all this. Certainly, hei 
does nothing untoward or deceitful. 
but he still remains heart and mind) 
on the earth. His treasure is not it 
heaven. 


Nor is it the Franciscan way thay 
one enjoys good, wholesome merri}’ 
ment, drinks a glass of wine, joke 
harmlessly with his friends and acé 
quaintances, keeping all within bound! 
and nourishing a grateful thought fo! 
God who has provided these things: 
having, perhaps even “offered it tt 
up” before or after. This way, whilt 
harmless and permissible, is not thi 


(See page 187) 
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P LANT A LITTLE smile in the gar- 
en of your heart, and watch your 
appiness grow. In a little while all 
our troubles will depart, and you'll 
e happy, I know.” 

A pagan may have reason to la- 
ent. .A criminal steeled in sinful 
ays has ample reason to be dis- 
irbed. It is hard to understand, 
owever, why a good Christian should 
: sad and gloomy, as if Christ had 
ot brought the “good tidings of great 
vy.” Despite the coming of Christ 
1ere is a lot of sadness and gloom in 
1e world. We see faces taut and 
cawn by glumness. Need it be so? 
When God created us, I believe, He 
eant for us to go through life with 
song on our lips and a melody in 
ir hearts. We have the classic ex- 
nple of this in St. Francis who went 
‘rough life with a joyful step all the 
ay. No matter what his cross, he 
et it with a smile. 

‘The former Secretary of Treasury 
ader President Truman used to 
vard a weekly prize to any child who 
histled the gayest during the week. 
he air was full of the joyful, even 
ineless whistles of the children. A 
tle more of that spirit will go a long 
ay. 

Joy is a constituent of life, a neces- 
y of life, if you please. It is one of 
e elements of life’s values and life’s 
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powers. Joy is indispensible to health 
of body and soul. Joy acts upon 
human beings as sunshine acts upon 
plants. It is not difficult to observe 
the quickening influence of joy and 
by contrast the paralyzing effect of 
sadness. Joy gives us that elasticity of 
mind and body that makes us ready 
for all things. It gives that buoyant 
spirit that does not tire when the day 
is done but continues to radiate sun- 
shine long after the sun has dropped 
beyond the horizon. 

Joy releases the strain on our 
nerves. We have all experienced how 
strength and energy redouble with the 
coming of joy into our lives. Our 
power to will and to do are greatly 
increased. Many a lofty resolve and 
many a noble deed have been born 
of joy. It shows how to surmount 
obstacles and overcome difficulties. 

Ambrose de Lambosz writes: “Joy 
is useful to virtue, useful to the trans- 
action of business, useful to society, 
useful to all things. As long as your 
soul is in joy, your intellect will be 
more active and productive, your 
ideas clearer, your imagination more 
lively, your heart more at rest, your 
temper more gay and cheerful, your 
society more agreeable, even your 
health stronger or at all events less 
delicate, your piety will be sweeter 
and your virtue more generous.” e 
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Zealote 
aud the 
Bealous 


A coMPACcT, disciplined group of 
men. consisting of about 20 top lead- 
ers, 200 activists, and 20,000 followers 
are stirring up confusion and hatred 
toward all classes of society. Commun- 
ists, through a booklet by Albert 
Bayo, are teaching soldiers to hate 
and destroy capitalists, the Church 
and imperialism in Cuba. They are 
uprooting all feelings of loyalty to- 
ward family or friends, overturning all 
sense of values. ‘They are pushing into 
government posts, putting red litera- 
ture into government schools, setting 
up bookstores selling Russian books 
(translated into Spanish), enforcing 
confiscation of private property, pre- 
paring the way for a greater revolu- 
tion. Is there anything we can learn 
from such zeal and fury? 

Francis heard similar (though less 
stringent) cries in the Italy of his day. 


by Hermes Kreilkamp O.F.M. 


There were clashes between classes? 
of society, between the empire andi 
the papacy. Francis, in his teens, didk 
not hesitate to hurl himself into the 
struggle on the side of ehe pope, to 
use his arms to defend the pope. But 
God had better ideas; he called hiny 
in the night and told him to returm 
to his home. There, after much prayer 
and fasting, it became clear to St. 
Francis that the way to defend the 
Church was not by fighting, but by 
building; by building with one’s hands} 
and above all by one’s life. | 

Beginning with San Damiano’s St 
Francis began rebuilding churches} 
The sight of a playboy building 
churches caused no little stir of sur} 
prise on all sides, ridicule from some 
and reverent awe eventually from 
many more. Attending daily Mass, i/ 
became clear to him, after consider 
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ng the gospels read and explained, 
hat the better way to save the Church 
vas to begin by living as the first 
Jhristians: simply, sincerely, a life of 
Oving service to God and men. He 
sxhorted his townsmen to have a 
imilar change of heart and mind to- 
ward life and its problems. To seek 
irst the kingdom of God and _holi- 


1ESS. 


To the vengeance and discord of 
us day he opposed, as the late Pius 
XIT said, “the serene joy of universal 
ove, of the charity and peace of Jesus 
Jhrist.” What is this charity of Christ? 
it is the love of God poured forth 
nto our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
ziven to us on the day of our bap- 
ism, by which, through the merits 
»f Christ we have become sons of 
sod and sharers of the divine nature. 
[t is a gift which moves us to be so 
srateful to God that we would prefer 
o suffer anything rather than to lose 
t; to sacrifice, if need be, fortune, 
riends, life itself. A gift which fills 
is with awe because it was entirely 
s0d’s free gift; but which impels us 
co love one another because God has 
irst loved us. 


W ne WE WERE his enemies, God 
lied for us! This thought impels us 
© love even our enemies, to love even 
he enemies of the Church, even those 
vho seek to destroy us. That God has 
ome into this world, this planet of 
arth, and taken a nature from among 
is men, and suffered in it, freely and 
ruly, is news so spectacular that it 
till deserves headlines in our daily 
yapers, The life and death of Christ 
re the great realities around which 
sur hearts should beat wildly and 
trongly. Here is the answer to those 
vho preach a gospel of hatred. We 
vill preach a gospel of love, a love 
aotivated by the love of God for man! 


PUENTES-9— 1.960 


And we will want to rally round us 
all those willing to listen, to speak to 
them of the love of God, to inundate 
their hearts with this message of Joy 
and to send them out as peaceful 
messengers of the only thing in the 
world that can stop communism: 
charity, christian charity! And_ this 
demands also that we organize, as 
the apostles organized, as Christ 
gathered together a band of disciples 
which formed the nucleus of the move- 
ment of Christianity which finally 
subdued, but peacefully, even the 
pagan empire of Rome. 

Over fifty years ago Pope St. Pius 
X called attention to the way in which 
the enemies of the Church are band- 
ing together to carry out their wicked 
schemes. In his letter to the tertiaries 
of Rome in December, 1909, he said: 

“While it is a matter of experience 

that united efforts are more effectual 

than single-handed attempts, it is well 
to observe how busily the enemies of 

Catholicism are uniting to carry out 

their nefarious schemes. To oppose 

them properly all loyal Catholics ought 
to join forces, especially the members 
of the order of St. Francis, to give 
the example of Christian thought and 
life themselves and to promote and 
defend Christian faith and morals in 
others” (Rome Hath Spoken, Fran- 

ciscan Herald Press, 1941, p. 27). 

It is not enough to have good will 
toward men; not enough to wish 
others well; we must also organize, 
rally together those who wish to save 
the Church by building up the body 
of Christ as did St. Paul, as did 
Francis, by beginning to lead lives 
wholly dedicated to God in a spirit 
of Christian charity. Pius went on to 
remind members of the Third Order 
that 

“they will be less worthy of their name 

if they are not inflamed with charity 

toward God and man, regarding as 

the characteristic of their order the 
virtue in which their seraphic founder 
excelled so wonderfully.” 


171 


| Fes US BE DONE with every action 
that would scandalize our neighbors. 
Away with gossip, whether it be true 
or not. Away with calling attention to 
the faults of others for no good or 
constructive reason. No ridicule, with 
coldness and unneighborliness! No 
indifference toward the needs of oth- 
ers. Be done with cliques which would 
separate us from many others we 
should love. Choke off any refusal to 
forgive others, since God has forgiven, 
has died for us! 


“But as the proof of love is show- 
ing the fruit of good deeds,” as St. 
Pius X reminds us, our rule binds us 
to exercise ourselves in works of char- 
ity and mercy toward men. 


Practically, what will this mean? 
Tt will mean bidding a cheerful good 
morning to our family, but also to 
those with whom we come in contact 
as the morning proceeds, It will mean 
doing a favor for a man in need 
where we can do so. It will mean 
overcoming our racial antipathies and 
and loving the colored fellow and 
showing that we do. It will mean 
being willing to spend an extra hour 
on the job to help a fellow worker 


get out of a jam; to spend an extra 
hour even to help the boss. 

I know a lady who devotes an extra 
hour of her time each day to nursing 
the sick without pay, after her hours 
on duty in a hospital; a family who 
gave up the bed used by their son to 
afford a sick woman who wasn’t cov- 
ered by Blue Cross or Blue Shield a 
bed in their own home. Such  ter- 
tiaries are true Christians, and ex- 
perience the truth of Christ’s words: 
What you have done to the least of 
my brethren, you have done to me! 
Such Third Order members realize : 
the truth of what Murillo tried to 
express in his beautiful painting show- - 
ing Francis embracing the crucified | 
Christ. God give us all the light and | 
courage to be ready to sacrifice our: 
time and comfort to help another m1 
need; never to refuse a favor when 


we can possibly grant it; to volunteer | 
our services to those who would be: 
embarrassed to ask for help; to putt 


in a good word for 
tack by carping criticism; 


those under at-- 
to visit the - 


sick and to collect alms for the poor; 
to do everything in our power to: 
bring peace into our families and into- 


society. ° 


Fr. Gemelli’s Resting Place On November 
28, 1959 a final tribute was paid to one 
who was considered “a giant in the land”: 
Fr. Augustino Gemelli. His remains were 
placed in a crypt in the chapel of the 
Catholic University of the Sacred Heart 
in Milan which he had founded. Father 
Gemelli’s crypt is directly beneath that of 
Count Lombardo, the first benefactor of 
the University, and it is on the epistle 
side of the altar of Blessed Contardo Fer- 
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rin’ who was one of the co-founders of 
the University. On the other side of the 
altar repose the remains of Ludovico Nec- 
chi, responsible in great part for the con- 
version of Gemelli and who collaborated 
with him later in the founding of the 
University; and Armida Berelli, who with 


Fr. Gemelli founded the secular institute 
of the Missionaries of Christ the King, 
now spread throughout the world. 


FORUM 
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EEPING MINUTES 


Method of Procedure 


Third Order of St. Francis Fraternity 
finutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Council of Officers 


The meeting was called to order by the Minister Prefect 

at On, they coe tiisaieie es 
ay of 19 at P. M. Meeting was 
ened with ritual prayers by the spiritual director 
The following officers were present: 


The minutes of the regular meeting of the council held on 
19 , were read and approved. 
Communications were read by the secretary from 


id action taken as follows: 


lotion carried: That the following applications from postulants be approved and 
 postulant mistress be instructed to send those approved Notification of 
astulancy Notices, reception to take place at the next regular meeting of the 
aternity: : 

otion carried: That the following postulants be approved for investment and 
e novice mistress be instructed to send them Notification of Reception notices 
st may be attached): 


‘otion carried: That the following novices be approved for profession in the 
rd Order and that the Novice Mistress be instructed to send them Notification 
Profession notices together with a letter notifying them that the profession 
Inds for life and obligates them also to the regulations of the fraternity, a copy 
said regulations to be enclosed (list may be attached): = 


: The Treasurer made the monthly report showing total receipts during “the 
ist month to be $ , total expenses to be $ 
'd bank balance to be $ z. . After a short discussion the report 
1s accepted by the council. 

_ Committee reports received and action taken on each as follows: 

> Chief Promoter: 

‘irmarian: 

‘hers: 

‘e following expense items were approved for payment: 

ifinished business from previous meetings: 

ow businesses: 

i ector's remarks: 

osing ritual prayers. 


petins adjourned at : P.M. 


Signed 5s 
| 
| Signed 
f 
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A COURSE IN FRANCISCAN 


ASCETICISM 
by John Forest Faddish O.F.M. 


Champions of Liberty 


“1: THE WORLD, the Franciscan 
movement represents the triumph of 
the individual. St. Francis of Assisi 
viewed the pursuit of sanctity as an 
eminently personal matter. Many of 
his contemporaries had tried to reduce 
this pursuit to a series of formulae. 

Francis knew human nature. He 
also realized that God uses the ordi- 
nary means to attain his ends. Thus 
God will use the natural, human foun- 
dations of individuals and allow them 
to build the edifice of holiness upon 
these foundations. Grace supposes 
nature. He tried to do away with the 
setting down of minute details because 
he felt that individual differs from 
individual. Instead he decided to give 
broad outlines to his program and let 
those who would come after him 
adapt this program to their own 
capabilities. 

In seeking a common denominator 
starting point, Francis saw that there 
was one characteristic found in all 
human beings. It is the desire to love 
and to be loved in return. He. further 
observed that the lover is always re- 
luctant to inflict injury upon the loved 
one. This precisely must be the secret 
of the Franciscan’s pursuit of holi- 
ness: an eminent, personal love of 
God which will be reluctant to injure 
Him (i.e. through sin). Thus the 
Poverello felt that the depth of one’s 
love will dictate to the Franciscan 
the extent of his sacrifices, the depth 
of his prayer-life, the degree to which 
he casts himself into the apostolate 
of souls. 
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Francis, and his followers after him, 
have always felt a certain repugnance 
towards force. To the Franciscans 
there is nothing more precious than} 
liberty of soul. He believes in God: 
and wishes to seek him by choice, : 
rather than by constraint. 

Nor does this weaken the role of: 
legitimate authority within the Fran-| 
ciscan body. The Franciscan funce-: 
tions at all times in dependence upont 
his superiors, but they, on the other 
hand, try to take into account his per-* 
sonal aptitudes. It is this attitude that 
has allowed the Seraphic Order tor 
adopt itself too easily to any form off 
the apostolate: home missions, foreign’ 
missions, teaching, social work, parish 
work, nursing etc. Wherever souls ar 
in need, Franciscans of all three order 
are there, ready and waiting to serv 
them. 

Franciscan Liberty 

Liberty means the freedom te 
choose a definite goal, and to follow 
it up until it is successfully attained. 

Now the only way we can reac 
the goal we have chosen for ourselve 
namely, union with God, is by master’ 
ing ourselves and the world about us 
It has been said, and rightly so, tha 
our greatest enemy lies within u 
This enemy is a composite of ou 
hereditary tendencies, our selfish, ego 
centric instincts and preoccupation) 
which rise up against any form ¢ 
discipline. 

Too many of us are constantl 
trying to harmonize our personal co 
duct with that of our neighbor. 


ail to realize that, at times, our neigh- 
ors conduct is not the more perfect 
nd more desirable manner of acting. 

The true Christian is free of these 
reoccupations and proceeds to act 
ccording to the dictates of his con- 
cience, forgetful of “what THEY will 
hink.”” 

We must, furthermore, master the 
yorld about us. It is true, that every 
uman being is to some extent, influ- 
nced by his environment. But if we 
trive heroically to subdue our lower 
ature and the hostile world which 
ncloses us, and seek to transform our- 
elves from what we are here and 
ow, into what we wish to become 
ccording to our Ideal, then we are 
jnning our freedom and building up 

strong personality which will com- 
and the respect of all our associates. 

Let us not be mistaken! This is no 
asy task. It will be a life-long work 
ut its rewards will be abundant. 
ook at the great men of history and 
se how they rose above long-standing 
onventions of society, over selfishness 
nd prejudice. Today when we con- 
der the achievements of these men 
e feel that here we have a group of 
idividuals who carved out their own 
estiny. 

People everywhere today are seek- 
ig this mastery over self. How else 
in we account for the popularity of 
d0ks on personality, winning friends, 
ifluencing audiences, will power etc. 
Je as Franciscans have a wonderful 
90k from which we can learn; it is 
ie life of our holy Father St. Francis. 
1 him, better than in anything else, 
e see how the emancipation of a 
an is brought about through the 
‘ace of God. 
In his early years, the Poverello was 
ssitant and bewildered. Once he 
und out his purpose in life, once he 
w the goal clearly, he never wavered 
om his chosen path. 
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His first task was to overcome him- 
self his personal inclinations. Through 
rigorous fasting, he gradually brought 
the flesh under control of the spirit. 
And when at times it made bold at- 
tempts to assert itself over the spirit, 
he cast himself into a heap of snow 
and rolled about in it until the temp- 
tation was vanquished. The flesh be- 
came the handmaid of the spirit, or as 
Celano puts it: “While his spirit was 
striving to reach the topmost pinnacle 
of holiness, not only did he encounter 


‘no resistance from the flesh, but the 


flesh tried to go further than the 
spirit.” 


The renunciation of material things 
was his next step. Nothing would 
keep him from ascending hastily to 
the bosom of God. No home, no 
monastery for him. Rather would he 
regard it as a prison hampering the 
troubadour of God. No honors for 
him, either, for these were just an- 
other means of serving the human ego, 
and adhering to the false conventions 
of society. 


When it came time to trace out his 
ideal for his followers, he would not 
be swayed, not even by the Cardinals 
of the Roman Curia. When he pre- 
sented his Rule of Life, they suggested 
instead that he adopt an older rule, 
one that had withstood the test of 
time. To all their pleas he would only 
reply: “The Lord has called me by 
the way of simplicity and humility, 
and this way he has in truth pointed 
out to me for myself and for them 
who are willing to believe and imitate 
me. Wherefore, I will not that you 
name to me any other, rule, neither 
of St. Benedict, nor of St. Augustine, 
nor of St. Bernard, nor any other way 
or manner of living besides that which 
the Lord in his mercy has shown 
me...” (Speculum Perfectionis, 


Chap. 68). 
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Every saint has heroic determina- 
tion. Francis was especially so. Be- 
fore his strong will, every obstacle 
receded and he rose to that level of 
freedom to pursue the goal that he 
felt God had traced out for him. 


Consequences of Liberty 


The Seraph of Assisi left the im- 
print of his character and determina- 
tion on his three orders for all time. 
He proved that the will is the corner- 
stone of life. Even in matters of 
smaller moment, he showed the effi- 
cacy of will-power. Refused permis- 
sion by a bishop to preach in_ his 
diocese, Francis was not dismayed by 
the refusal; he went around to the 
back door of the bishop’s residence 
and when the bishop answered the 
door he renewed his request to be 
allowed to preach. His simple deter- 
mination broke down the wall of re- 
sistance and he went preaching with 
the good bishop’s blessing. 

Franciscans have defended the 
principle of the autonomy of the hu- 
man will, regarding the intellect as 
the will’s counsellor. This teaching 
had a tremendous bearing upon the 
intellectual and spiritual lives of many 
generations. It excluded any idea of 
predestination; it increased man’s 
sense of personal responsibility for 
even the smallest of his actions. But 
it also made him realize his internal 
power if he wished to us it. A Fran- 
ciscan, if he is anything, must be a 
man of strong will power; he finds 
that strength of will increases with 
use. 

It is this type of liberty which has 
been able to create, and still creates, 
within the Franciscan Order, original 
patterns of holiness. For where but in 
the Order of St. Francis could we find 
such a diversified list of sainted sons 
and daughters? Placed side by side, 
we have the learned St. Bonaventure 
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and the simple St. Charles of Sezze; 
Blessed John Duns Scotus, and simple 
Brother Juniper; St. Peter of Alcan- 
tara who scaled the heights of mental 
prayer and the penitent Tertiary, St. 
Margaret of Cortona. Each of these 
is a true child of the Seraphic Saint, 
yet like the stars of the heavens, each 
has a brilliance all its own. 


Some Practical Hints 


We should thank God that he has) 
called us to the Franciscan Order and; 
given us so many wonderful examples: 
that we may imitate. Looking to them: 
for guidance, we will soon rise above: 
our frail, human nature just as they) 
did, and arrive at that state of the 
freedom of the children of God. 


Our one ambition will be to strive: 
for sincerity of heart at all times. We 
will not deceive ourselves when iti 
comes to the matter which is of prt 
mary importance to each of us, our 
salvation. Using the material gifts andk 
qualities God has given us, we willl 
supernaturalize them until the mate= 
rial becomes the servant of the spira 
itual. 


We will become completely indif4 
ferent about the opinions of others. 
What difference does it make whether 
I cut a good figure in the eyes of 
the world or not. I will be myself at 
all times. I will make my like con< 
form to Him Who has said, “I am 
the Way, and the truth, and the life” 
(Jn. 14, 6). In my speech, I will 
speak the truth, even though at timey 
it may hurt. I will view all things 
not with the eyes of the world, bu 
with the eyes of Christ. 


In all these things I will ee 
that the purpose behind every renun 
ciation, every act of the will—is tq 
grow in the love of God. Growth i 
the law of the spiritual life and if ws 
stop growing we are dead. 4 
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HE GENERAL CONSTITUTION of the 
rd Order peresumes that you as a 
lary are a convinced admirer and 
ent apostle of the virtues of chas- 
. An unchaste person has no part 
1 Christ. Hence the first part of 
cle fifty-one reads: “As lovers of 
eminent virtue of chastity, mem- 
; shall regard their own bodies and 
se of others as holy, and observe 
‘Christian precepts on this matter 
seeping with each one’s state of 
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mph of Divine Love 

verything about Christ savors of 
stity. He was born of the unsullied 
in, Mary, whose purity is akin to 
- of the angels. His foster father, 
Joseph, was second only to Mary 
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in his appreciation of chastity. As pre- 
cursor St. John the Baptist was se- 
lected, a strong character who was in- 
deed a model of purity, and a martyr 
due to that virtue because of his pro- 
test against the sensuality of Herod. 
Christ’s beloved apostle was St. John, 
outstanding for his love of chastity. 
Finally, we know from the Apocalypse 
that in heaven the nearest and dearest 
to Christ are those who gave him an 
undivided love in this life. 


Whatever your state in life might 
be Christ calls you to understand and 
live in his divine love and not to soil 
yourself in any way with an unreason- 
able or sordid human love. With this 
in mind the fifty-first article of the 
constitution continues: “The unmar- 
ried shall hold the state on conti- 
nence or virginity in high esteem and 
keep it unsullied: those who are en- 
gaged shall chastely prepare them- 
selves for entrance into holy matri- 
mony; and married tertiaries shall 
draw from the sacrament they have 
received the graces necessary to raise 
and train their children well and 
watch over their married life faith- 
fully, holily and chastely.” 

Divine love pits itself against human 
love. Only you can make divine love 
triumph. The whole idea of perfec- 
tion consists in just being as adamant 
as you can to be doubly certain about 
this triumph of divine love. 

Liberty has always been a favorite 
ideal of every man. For its realization 
much blood has been shed. But today 
liberty runs wild. Today liberty has 
become a license. It falsely spells free- 
dom from God and his law to do as 
one pleases. No wonder we are ex- 
periencing individual and social de- 
struction. No wonder that sins are 
committed without a blush and crime 
is mounting on every side. 

If the ship does not obey the 
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helmsman, then it obeys the waves 
and goes to its destruction. Thus false 
liberty, called license, sends you to 
your eternal destruction. There can be 
no real liberty, no independence, with- 
out a very definite dependence on God 
and his law. 


With this in mind the Third Order 
demands that you live in the spirit 
of chastity. This consists in refraining 
from indulgence of the flesh not com- 
patible with your state in life. Some 
might think this path of sacrifice too 
hard, like the young man in the Gospel 
who fell sad when our Lord lovingly 
invited him to leave all and follow 
him. But you as a faithful tertiary must 
remember the words of Christ: “With 
men it is impossible, but not with 
God: for all things are possible with 
God.” What human nature shrinks 
from doing, God’s grace can make easy 
to accomplish. 


You have the exceptional example 
of the tertiary, Blessed Sebastian of 
Apparicio. He was quite a handsome 
man; evil minded young women fre- 
quently attempted to set snares for 
his purity. At the time he was not 
disposed to enter the married state, 
and to escape the nuisance he sailed 
for America which had then been dis- 
covered but recently. He was ridiculed 
during the voyage by the sailors and 
some fellow passengers because of his 
piety and reserve. He settled in Mex- 
ico, where he made plows and wagons. 
Due to his ability, he was soon build- 
ing roads and became quite wealthy. 
When he decided to marry he chose 
a young woman of a poor family be- 
cause he wished to help her family. 
Her early death was a great disap- 
pointment to him. When he married 
again, it was to another young woman 
of poor circumstances, But again death 
took his wife from him. In each of 
these marriages both of his devout 
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wives agreed to live with him in vir 
ginal purity. His object was to do g 
for them and their families and no 
to seek any personal, though legiti 
mate sense satisfaction for himself. Y 
when both his wives died he took i 
as a sign from God that he was no 
to live in the married state. As ar 
sult he gave all his possessions to ih 
Poor Clares in Mexico City and serves 
them as a handy man. This, howeven 
did not fully satisfy him, and whe; 
he was seventy-one years of age hi 
sought admission to the Franciseai 
Order as a lay-brother. Due to hi 
exemplary life he was received ani 
spent many long years in the servia 
of the first order. He was ninety-eigh 
years of age when he died, leavin 
a record of some three hundred mira 
cles worked during his life. ) 

Certainly his life was extraordinar 
from a human standpoint. It indicate 
very clearly what God can do. 
you fear to walk in the way of th 
spirit of chastity, you must only reca 
that it is not only your task but God 
too. God’s graces will never be want 
ing. 


Perseverance in Triumph 


Holiness or heroism for Christ do« 
not consist in entering the Third O 
der and embracing the spirit of cha 
tity. That is over in a few minute 
It is the life-long observance of tl 
spinit.of chastity which calls for her 
ism. To live in this world now accor) 
ing to conditions proper only to hea: 
en where there is neither marrying | f 
giving in marriage, cannot be easy. | 
means the carrying of inclinatior 
heredity, anxiety, distress, to thé gray 
These tendencies are common to 
normal human beings. Even God cou 
not create a sensitive creature lil 
yourself who never had any seni 
tions. You certainly are not so simp 
as to think that others are free fr¢ 


FOR 


nptations; but if they are now, they 
re not always so. 


Everyone is subjected to tempta- 
ns at one time or another. It is a 
mmon curse from which you are 
ally emancipated only at death. 
inted in gold across the foreheads 
the saints in heaven you will find, 
t “Never Tempted,” but, “Tempta- 
ns Overcome.” For true virtue is 
n only by exercise; and the virtue 
chastity is no exception. It is strange 
cidence that the virtue of chastity 
often perfect in those who seem to 
e in a sea of trouble rather than in 
se Who have been born “blocks of 
irble’’ with cold and unemotional 
nperments. 


To persevere in the triumph of di- 
1e love over human love you need 
sides God’s grace your own stead- 
t moral courage. Here is an incident 
m an army camp that carries our 
int. Private Daly in a certain camp 
eived word one day that his su- 
rior officer wished to see him in 
office. As he heard the message, 
face set, for it seemed quite clear 
him what was coming. A short 
Ik brought him to the office, and 
a moment he found himself stand- 
‘ before a gray-haired officer at his 
sk. “Daly!” The tone meant trouble. 
es, sir.” “You have been causing a 
turbance in the barracks lately.” 
es, sir.” Daly’s eyes flashed. “And 
1 do it by kneeling down and saying 
ir night prayers. Is that right?” 
es, sir.’ “Shouting and horseplay 
ve resulted. Last night a shoe was 
own, and somebody was hurt. Is 
feirue® “Yes, sir.” “Daly, you see 
at trouble you are causing. Is there 
ybody else ‘in your barracks who 
s night prayers on his knees?” “No, 
» “All right, Daly, you may go.” 
ly saluted and went out, the blood 
mding in his temples. But within 
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four months Daly was made Corporal, 
Sergeant, Lieutenant, and then Cap- 
tain. 


It is this same moral courage that 
you need in facing the temptations to 
let up on the practice of your spirit 
of chastity. The world does not want 
you to live in this spirit and will con-- 
stantly foment a sea of difficulties for 
you. God’s graces will be with you if 
you have the moral courage to use 
them. Remember the fighting words of 
St. Francis de Sales! “Cut off, break, 
tear. Do not occupy yourself with slow- 
ly separating and unraveling these 
foolish bonds; with all determination 
you must use iron and fire. You can- 
not compromise with a love that is 
against the love of God.” 


We know how unbridled pleasure- 
seeking and association with others, 
even in lawful matter, menace the 
purity of chastity, even the holiness 
of married life. For this reason the 
Third Order rule enjoins the utmost 
caution regarding dances, movies and 
other types of entertainment. It should 
be your desire to avoid not only what - 
is sinful but anything that casts a 
sordid shadow on purity. Your rule 
likewise demands that you observe 
temperance in eating and drinking 
and that you appreciate the recom- 
mendations of fasting and abstinence. 

An intimate connection also exists 
between the practice of purity and de- 
votion to the Blessed Virgin. Where- 
ever, as a result of separation from 
the true Church, the veneration of the 
Mother of God has disappeared, there 
also has vanished the appreciation of 
the virtue of holy purity and an un- 
derstanding of the vow or the spirit 
of Chastity. Therefore you have every 
need in the spirit of St. Francis to 
enkindle your devotion to Mary, that 
divine love may always conquer hu- 
man love in your life. ° 
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Courstitution Commentary VI “| 


Keeping Fit 


I. KEEPING wiTH the Rule, terti- 
aries shall receive the Sacrament of 
Penance every month, or oftener; and 
when possible, they should have a 
competent spiritual director. They 
shall, moreover, examine their con- 
sciences daily, and correct the sins they 
have committed by repenting of 
thenieereatiwol: 

“(The Lord is) a preservation from 
stumbling, and a help from falling; 
He raiseth up the soul and enlighten- 
eth the eye, and giveth health and life 
blessing” Ecclus., 23, 20. These words 
summarize the values of the Sacra- 
ment of Penance. We are all aware 
that a good confession rids the soul of 
mortal sin, of venial sin, and of the 
punishment due to sin. There are, 
however, other defects of this sacra- 
ment that are especially important to 
us as tertiaries. 

The Sacrament of Penance strength- 
ens the soul against weakness. It is 
true even after a good confession we 
still have our weakness with us, still 
temptations to meet, still difficulties 
in choosing freely the hardships con- 
nected with virtue. But against these 
difficulties the special sacramental 
grace of Penance offers a help. It 
applies a remedy to the wounds of 
the soul, counteracting our vices and 
bad habits. It provides strength against 
temptations from without, providing 
special graces against those dangers 
which we cannot avoid. Above all 
these, it implants the spirit of pen- 
ance. Overcoming temptation, bat- 
tling against our weakness, practicing 
the self-denial expected by the rule— 
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all these things require a certain spiri 
which is not natural to our indulger 
selves. Yet, cooperation with the sa¢ 
ramental graces of Penance will ne 
us welcome opportunities of practicin 
penance and self-denial as St. Franceii 
our model, did. 

The Sacrament of Penance not onl 
removes sin and strengthens our weal 
ness; it lays the foundation for grea 
merits in the sight of Almighty Go« 
The spirit of penance which it ini 
plants is in itself a source of great wi 
tue and merits. But besides this it a 
creases sanctifying grace, deepens hy 
mility in our hearts, and quickens 0% 
conscience. As sanctifying grace 
increased, our degree of merit is als 
increased, but this sacrament also la 
another foundation for merit—the vi 
tue of humility. Since, the examin 
tion of conscience, the acknowled 
ment of one’s guilt, the confession to 
poor fellow mortal, the submission 
his direction and admonition and tl 
penance he imposes, the acknowled 
ment of frequent relapses into tl 
same faults—all require humility. At 
because humility is the great enen 
of pride, which destroys our merit, 
is an excellent means for acquiring 
higher degree of sanctity. 

We as tertiaries are called to a | 
of perfection. Perfection consists 
the first place in having and preset 
ing sanctifying grace and_ avoidi 
mortal sin. Then, in a higher degr 
it consists in avoiding and eradicati 
even deliberate venial sin, the more 
as carelessness regarding venial 
leads to mortal sin. In its further e 
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ons, perfection requires the con- 
t of all your faults and the im- 
ting of all virtues. For all this 
nination of conscience is useful 
necessary. The first step to per- 
on is acknowledging one’s faults. 
examination of conscience each 
ing is thus also a good help to 
e confession complete and profit- 

If we go on year after year with 
same faults, it is because we do 
pause to examine ourselves prop- 
and give the priest an insight into 
state of our soul. Finally, there 
ie supreme importance of making 
soul as perfect as possible for the 
nent that it is to meet its God. 
never know when that moment 
come, whether it may not be this 


very night. How important to ac- 
knowledge and repent of our faults, 
to wipe them out as well as possible 
with a good act of contrition before 
retiring so that if God should call us 
during the night, he may not find us 
unprepared. We need not deny the 
good that we are doing with the help 
of God, not see faults where there are 
none, but there will always be room 
for improvement either in doing good 
or in improving our intentions. The 
repeated act of contrition will increase 
in us the spirit of penance; the many 
acts of penance will help to pay our 
Purgatory here below. Remember the 
words of the Holy Spirit “If we judge 
ourselves, we shall not be judged.” 


Article 62: Commentary on Mental Prayer 


here are three types of prayer: 
1, meditative, and contemplative. 
all have taken part in vocal prayer 
waying the rosary, in answering 
Ss prayers, or In saying grace be- 
and after meals. This type of 
er is most frequent and may be 
idered as prayer performed chiefly 
roups. Meditative or mental pray- 
owever, is an individual commun- 
on with God. Here, the mind, 
er than the lips, plays the more 
wtant role. Finally, we have the 
smplative prayer, the highest form 
rayer. This does not consist of 
ls or formal prayer of any kind. 
; merely an interior, spiritual 
ce whereby one places himself in 
presence of God. Since we, as 
iaries, are striving to do “some- 
r extra” for Almighty God, the 
titution suggests that we devote 
- time each day to the second type 
‘ayer—mental prayer. 

ental prayer may be divided into 
. parts: the preparation, the ac- 
meditation, and the conclusion. 
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The preparation may be further di- 
vided into remote preparation and 
proximate preparation. In order to 
gain the full benefits of mental prayer, 
we should begin our remote prepara- 
tion with mortification of the senses 
and of the passions, habitual recollec- 
tion, and sincere and deep humility. 
Proximate preparation for mental 
prayer should begin with a selection 
of a topic for meditation. This selec- 
tion should be made on the preceding 
evening and should involve any one of 
the four Gospels. One who has never 
taken part in this type of prayer may 
wish to begin with a topic from the 
Passion; for example, the First Sta- 
tion. Upon rising the next morning, 
the topic should be called to mind 
along with a strong desire to give glory 
to God and advance oneself spirit- 
ually. Short acts of faith in the pres- 
ence of God and adoration should also 
be made prior to the actual medita- 
tion. These may take the form of 
such simple expressions as “My God, 
I believe You are present within me: 


I adore You with my whole soul.” The 
proximate preparation may be brought 
to a close with acts of humility and 
sorrow for sins, and a petition to the 
Holy Ghost, Our Lady, St. Joseph, our 
Guardian Angel, and our patron—St. 
Francis, to aid us in making a good 
meditation. 

Having thus prepared ourselves for 
mental prayer, we are now ready to 
begin the actual meditation. Whereas 
in vocal prayer only one of the three 
powers of the soul, either the memory, 
the understanding, or the will need be 
employed, in mental prayer all three 
powers of the soul are brought into 
play at once. In mental prayer, the 
memory pictures the composition of 
place, for example, Christ before 
Pilate; the understanding contem- 
plates Christ’s attributes and perfec- 
tions, and the wll feels itself drawn 
towards Him with all its affections. 

In mental prayer all three powers 
of the soul are employed at one and 
the same time, or in rapid succession. 
In using as an example of Christ be- 
fore Pilate, our memory recalls the 
scene, notes the principal actors, with 
special focus upon Our Lord, while 
the intellect takes over asking and an- 
swering these probing questions : 
WHo? Who is this who stands be- 
fore Pilate? It is Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, 
who came on earth to save 
men. 

What is He suffering? The 
cruel suffering of being ac- 
cused of crimes of which 
He is in no way guilty. 
Where, in what part are 
His pains? He suffers from 
the crown of thorns and 
the scourging but His heart 
is broken because men re- 
fuse His love. 

By WuHom? 


Through... whose agency? 


WHAT? 


WHERE? 
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Through the Jews, wh 
sick He healed, whose de 
He raised. From the | 
mans, from Pilate, w 
knew and said Christ 4 
innocent of crime, but w 
did not have the oon 
to free Him. 
How does Christ suff 


How? 
such injustice? In silent 
Way? 
For | 
Whom? For all mankind. To we 
out man’s redemption. 
wash away man’s sinsv * 
pay man’s debts. Tk 
Christ suffered for me. . 
WHEN? When does Christ suffe 


After He has been m 
treated by soldiers; wh 
He was exhausted by er 
scourging. 

While the intellect is probing 
truth presented by the memory, 
will is constantly employed in mak. 
acts of compassion, adoration, gr: 
tude, contrition in feelings which — 
press themselves in ejaculations < 
in forming resolutions. 

When we ask ourselves: whe 
this?” and the answer is “Christ, , 
Son of God,” the will will be mov 
to say: “I adore you, Son of God 
am so sorry to see you in such a dep; 
able condition. It was my sins wk 
caused you to suffer so. Let me les 
the real evil of sin and give me ° 
grace never to offend you again.” 

When we answer the question “F 
does He suffer?” and the intellec 
moved to say: 


“He suffers in siler 
and the will is moved to resolve to¥ 
in the same Christ-like manner w 
we are falsely accused. The cold | 
sideration of the truth, the virtue 
the divine mysteries will have || 
lasting merit unless the will is [ 


(See page 186) 


. Necchi, Nesta de Robeck, Franciscan 
erald Press, $2.95. 


fter a life of self-effacing work the 
ect of this biography wanted nothing 
> put on his tomb than “Ludovico 
hi, Franciscan Tertiary.” That epi- 
contains the man’s whole philosophy 
fe. Even as a young student there 
no doubt where the sympathies of 
Necchi lay. He was always on the 
of the Church. Through all the poli- 
upheavel when the cause of the 
rch was extremely unpopular, even 
, Necchi did not hesitate to assert his 
iance. In developing the background 
rhich Necchi lived, the author takes 
wrough the Cavour-Garibaldi era that 
rife with violations of the Church’s 
s and desecration of the Church’s 
erty. This also was the beginning of 
pope’s voluntary imprisonment in the 
can and the vexing Roman question 
h remained an open cancer for fifty- 
years. It was a turbulent time in 
h Necchi was born, born to be a 
lard bearer for the moral and social 
iples of the Church. Early in life 
‘ically his entire family was taken by 
1. A great deal of his education was 
>d in a, liberal, anti-clerical atmos- 
e. The wonder is that Necchi was not 
ed by it. He studied medicine at the 
ersity of Pavia where he had the 
d burden of combatting materialistic 
itism. He organized the San Severino 
devoted to open debate and discus- 
on the burning issues of the times. 
position of the Church was a con- 
subject. He trained leaders to be artic- 
for the Catholic cause. He teamed 
vith Giuseppe Toniolo to implement 
Christian concept of democracy. On 
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many occasions he locked horns with one 
Eduardo Gamelli, who at that time cham- 
pioned radical socialism. It was mainly 
through the example of Necchi that 
Gemelli joined the Church. Another im- 
portant person who figured prominently 
in the life of Vico Necchi was Blessed 
Contardo Ferrini. Despite his feverish ac- 
tivity, however. Vico Necchi paid partic- 
ular attention to his spiritual life. He 
even toyed with the idea of becoming a 
priest, but decided finally that his voca- 
tion was in the lay state. Of his Third 
Order life Gemelli writes: “He indeed 
could speak convincingly of the Franciscan 
life, since he understood that it is not 
only divinely high, but also deeply human. 
He made his own the Franciscan outlook 
and spirit.” A well written book about a 
great man of whom all, tertiaries can be 
proud. OC 


Spiritual Highlights for Sisters, Bruno Hag- 
spiel, S.V.D., Bruce, $3.95.. 


This is another side of the “nun’s story.” 
The primary purpose of all religious life 
is personal perfection. This is not as simple 
as falling off the proverbial log. There are 
some more austere elements that need 
stressing because we are apt to slide over 
them. Fr. Bruno keeps coming back to these 
elements. The title Highlights is mislead- 
ing. The book contains more than high- 
lights. It goes into detail; it paints in the 
background, It gives a deeper appreciation 
of the important purpose of religious life. 
Striving for perfection is work. Spiritual 
Highlights for Sisters helps direct that 
effort in the right channel. The rich ex- 
perience of the author is in evidence on 
every page. ° 
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“To my dying day I will not cease at least by 
example and good endeavor to teach the brothers 


how to tread the course the Lord has shown me, 
the course I have till now by word and example, 


taught and shown them.” 


St. FRANCIS oF ASSISI 4 


St. Praucts of -$s0csé—XV1 


by Col. W. Boss, Tertiary | 


W HEN ST. FRANcIs resigned as 
Minister-General of the order, and 
appointed Brother Peter of Catanei in 
his stead, there was dissension in the 
order. Some of the Brothers wanted 
to cling to the rule of poverty, free 
poor men, wandering through the 
world in the likeness of Christ, and 
refusing money, privilege, protection 
and any shield or sword but Love. 
Others wanted sensible houses to live 
in, and libraries and cloisters for 
study, and a reasonable amount of 
property to secure them from care. 
Francis felt that for the sake of every- 
one he must concentrate on living the 
way he believed in, setting the ex- 
ample, making a tongue of his whole 
body. 

So, with his eyes raised to heaven 
and his hands joined he had said, 
“Lord, I return to Thee this family 
which Thou has confided to me, for 
now, as Thou knowest, I have no 
longer the strength or ability to keep 
on caring for them.” 

He went away to a hermitage at 
Fonte Colombo, taking with him 
Brother Caesar of Speyer, a wise and 
learned man, and Brother Leo who 
had beautiful handwriting, and he 
spent his days trying to revise his rule 
so that it would be more pleasing to 
the brethren. 
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How grateful we must be to thoy 
old first brethren who said loudly thi 
Francis was right and supported his 
with their understanding. Bernard 
Quintavalle, Brother Giles th 
Ploughboy, Leo, the Little Lamb | 
God, Brother Angelo, formerly tb 
knight of Tancredi—And Sister Cla. 
in San Damiano, quietly confident thi 
if all the world differed from Franc: 
then all the world must be wrom 
All these, and others who are nan¥ 
less, surrounded him with sympatl 
and compassion during this time | 
trial. 

Unfortunately, Brother Peter — 
Catanei only held the leadership f 
a few months. He died within t 
year and was succeeded by Broth 
Elias. Here was a good business mai 
an able administrator, a firm discipi 
narian, with large ambitions for t! 
future of the order. Here was a mi 
who was quite willing, in the intere’ 
of the order, to punish, chastise ai 
flog like a magistrate. Here was) 
to build colleg: 
churches, hospitals and monaster} 
that would belong to the broth} 
whose first rule was poverty. | 

He loved Francis dearly, but || 
thought him a visionary; he felt 
could do a much better job for 1 


man anxious 


ron 


er than Francis could. He felt 
t Francis was a wonderful man, 
he didn’t know much about busi- 
, or how to handle people. 

feanwhile, in his hermitage, Fran- 
still thought lovingly of his broth- 
in the order, and it was now that 
wrote that haunting letter to 
ther Elias, the new Minister Gen- 


As you love the Lord, and me, His 
rvant and your servant, see to it 
at no Brother in the whole world, 
t him have sinned as he may, is 
ermitted to go from you without 
rgiveness if he asks for it. And if 
> does not ask for forgiveness, then 
sk him if he does not want forgive- 
sss. And if he comes before you a 
ousand times with his sin, then love 
m altogether more than you love 
e, that you may draw him back 
to well-doing.”’ 
1 he concludes with words, almost 
command: “Keep this letter by 
, that it may be the better ob- 
ed.” 
rancis came back to the Chapter 
sting of 1221 with his revised rule. 
ther Elias presided and Francis sat 
ais Vicar’s feet, plucking at his 
> when he wished to say something. 
new rule left them speechless, for 
-ourse it was nothing but an im- 
joned restatement of everything 
* had complained about before. 
was it likely that Francis could 
promise with his beliefs? So they 
cately suggested that Francis go 
< to his hermitage and make an- 
‘xr try at amending it. So back 
t Francis to the mountains, taking 
with him and clasping to his 
st his unwanted rule. And in the 
t solitude he did little but write 
rewrite the same statement in 
rent words. 
e sent in an amended rule to 
her Elias, who did nothing about 
all. When asked by the Brethren 
re it was, he reported that some- 


had lost it. 
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So Francis left them to go their 
way, while he retired to his hermitage 
to show by example the life he would 
have them lead. 

Poor Francis! The bright morning 
of his mission, when he jested and 
sang with his brothers was far behind 
him. He was now passing through a - 
black cloud, but he knew that if he 
passed steadfastly through the cloud 
he would see God behind it. 

His health had failed and he was 
practically sightless. 

There are many beautiful stories 
told about Francis at this time. 


O NE DAY, Two pilgrims, young 
Franciscan brothers, had come from 
a distance to assure Francis of their 
loyalty and to receive his blessings. 
But when they reached the hermitage 
they learned from the friars there that 
Francis had withdrawn to some soli- 
tude to pray. Nor would any of them 
undertake to seek him out and dis- 
turb him; for at this time the brothers 
felt that something inscrutable was 
drawing their father from them and 
their part was to guard him like faith- 
ful sentinels. 

The young men were much dis- 
tressed because they had only a little 
while to stay. Troubled by their sad- 
ness, the brothers tried to show hos- 
pitality by offering to accompany 
them down to the plain. Sadly, the 
pilgrims accepted this offer and the 
little company set off down the moun- 
tain side. But when they had de- 
scended quite a long way, they heard 
a cry from the hermitage above, and 
turning and looking up, they saw 
Francis standing by the door. He 
must have returned and heard of the 
young brothers’ visit and of their dis- 
appointment. 

The two pilgrims immediately 
dropped to their knees upon the road, 
for, as all saw, Francis was peering 
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down it with his almost sightless eyes, 
and was blessing his two young broth- 
ers, who must be upon it somewhere, 
with large, slow signs of the Cross. 


During this period Francis listened 
with great joy one day to a priest who 
was returning from Spain, and knew 
many of the Spanish Franciscans. 
“Your Brothers,’ said the traveller, 
“live there in a little hermitage and 
have so arranged things that one half 
of them spend the week taking care 
of the house, while the other half give 
their time to prayer. The next week 
the two divisions change about. It so 
happened that one day, when the 
dinner bell rang, one of the brothers 
did not come. As this was a day when 
the food was unusually good, the oth- 
ers went in search of him. They found 
him prostrate, with face against the 
ground, with arms extended like a 
cross, apparently lifeless, completely 
carried away in an ecstacy. The 
brothers went silently away, and after 
some time the favoured one came in. 
But as if nothing unusual had hap- 
pened, he knelt down humbly and 
begged forgiveness because he came 
too late.” 


Such an occurrence was exactly in 
harmony with the ideas of Francis. 
“T thank Thee, O Lord,” he cried out, 
“because thou hast given me such 
brethren.” And, as he turned towards 
the quarter of the heavens where 
Spain lay, he blessed with a great 
sign of the cross his faithful and dis- 
tant brothers. 


What is the lesson today? To be 
steadfast in faith, no matter what 
trials and disappointments we meet. 
The cynic says, “Man proposes, but 
God disposes.” This may be true but 
it is incomplete. The tertiary says, 
“Man proposes and God disposes in 
the best interests of His children.” 
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If you remember this, you will fir 
it changes a disappointment in| 
something really comforting. 


KEEPING FIT 


(Continued from page 182) 


to offer adoration, thanksgiving, co 
trition and at the same time to ma 
strong resolutions. 


The conclusion of mental pray, 
consists of three acts: 1. Thanksgivi) 
to God for the lights received; 2. Ma 
ing a purpose to fulfill the resolutia 
made; and 3. In asking of the Etern 
Father, for the sake of Jesus a: 
Mary, to be faithful to them. 


In summing up, we could say th 
mental prayer is the placing of ox 
self at the scene; the thinking up 
some truth; the awaking of sentimie: 
and the formulation of acts of ados 
tion, gratitude, contrition, and 1 
forming of resolutions suited to on 
spiritual state.””! 


What, one may ask, are the adva 
tages of such prayer to us as Thi 
Order members? In addition to brir 
ing into play the three faculties of ¢ 
souls—the memory, intellect, and v 
—mental prayer detaches us from) 
and its sources, enlightens us as to ) 
evil of sin, strengthens our wills, mas 
us practice Christian virtues, initia 
union with God, and makes us gn 
up spiritually as our patron, St. Fr 
cis, would have us do. 


in this commentary was obtained from a p 
distributed by Rt. Rev. Msgr. C. H. D 


1 This direct quotation and other ns 
Ladycliff College, Highland Falls, N. Y. 


Fr. Albert Nimeth O.F.M., 
in collaboration with College 
Fraternities 


FOR} 


RIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
(Continued from page 168) 


aciscan way. One cannot arrive 
eby at contact with God’s super- 
iral glory. This does not seem to 
cate that our heart longs for the 
irts of the Lord, our God.” On 
contrary, one runs the risk of re- 
ing God to a mere director of our 
activities by making the Almighty 
ator of the heavens and earth, the 
ce holy Lord, of whose glory the 
vens and earth are filled, a mere 
ector and guide of our temporal 
rests. 
o, the Franciscan way does not 
ely afford a glance at God’s glory, 
esus, the reflection of the Eternal 
er, but a profound, clear un- 
tanding of all that is truly and 
1 and beautiful. It is a consistent 
constant dwelling in the Divine 
ence so that all genuine “goods” 
me windows of Divine goodness. 
y come to have meaning for us not 
use of their natural attraction but 
er because they are manifestations 
ae love of God, the love of him 
gave his only begotten Son for us. 
qaatural goods have their worth in 
being in an adolescent state, but 
are promises of supernatural 
. The supernatural does not have 
ning merely as a beneficent Provi- 
e serving the natural. Thus the 
wers of St. Francis thank God for 
1is gifts but in so far as their 


significance is that of a thousand 
voiced herald announcing the good- 
ness and glory of God. As they strive 
for these goods it is really him they 
have in mind who created them. They 
are like St. Thomas Aquinas, who 
when the Lord once asked him in a 
vision what reward he wanted for his 
writings, answered: “Thyself, O Lord! 
Nothing but Thyself!’’ 

It is a still sharper break with the 
spirit of the “world” since the heart 
will not be freed from its siren song, 
its lethal sweetness, unless it is so afire 
with the love of Jesus that all natural 
goods and beauties are seen only in 
view of him, that amidst the mani- 
fold life experiences it clearly divides 
those things which belong to the 
prince of this world from those which 
are meant as revelations of the super- 
natural; that the earth becomes, as 
it were, transparent so that one ap- 
proaches all things as previews of 
heaven. The ultimate reducibility of 
all goods to God becomes apparent, 
a fact beclouded by any excessive in- 
volvement in even the lawful goods 
of this world. One sees all things 
united in God despite all the deceptive 
divisive forces in the world. With in- 
creasing vigor and ever growing won- 
der one grasps the incomprehensibly 
blessed fact before which all the angels 
and archangels tremble: “And _ the 
word was made flesh, by the Holy 
Ghost, of the Virgin Mary: and was 
made Man.” - 


Grother Peacemaker 


homas E. Murray, former Atomic Energy Commissioner, now con- 
ant to Congress’ joint committee on atomic energy, recently pro- 
2d that the United States and Russia get rid of their Hydrogen 


ibs on ‘‘a matching basis.”’ 


ccording to Mr. Murray's proposal, ‘the two nations would hand 
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over bomb after bomb to an international agency, which would e 
tract the fissionable material for peaceful uses, until neither count; 
had a single H-bomb left,’’ thus making impossible all-out nucle 
war. Yet, by keeping and improving our smaller atom bombs, sq 
Mr. Murray, we would remain amply armed for any limited w 
necessary for our own defense. 

Some have said that such a proposal is too ‘high minded,”’ te 
‘idealistic’ for a world infested with Communism, whose adhere 
can never be trusted to carry out a commitment. Whether we oft 
with this criticism or not, we must applaud every courageous attems 
such as Mr. Murray’s, to prevent total nuclear war with its unimel 
able consequences for the human race. 

We are fortunate to have so highminded a Christian thinker hel: 
ing to shape an honorable peace-policy for our government. Wea 
proud to note that the peacemaker in this instance is a brother Frat 
ciscan. Mr. Murray belongs to the Third Order in the Province of ¢ 
Mary (Capuchin Province #13, Garrison, N. Y.). 

We offer him our fraternal esteem and charity, our moral a: 
spiritual support,especially the aid of our prayers. 


DIRECT CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM THE 
TERTIARY PROVINCES 


January 1, 1959 to December 31, 1959 


Province Per Capita Contributions Hour of St. Francis 
Number 1959 1958 Radio Sponsors Televisivn Mise. Tota: 
iL, $ 901.28 $ 9.77 $ 4,603.00 $50.00 $ 2,851.30 $ 28.50 $ 7,944 
Dy. 500.00 500.00 500.00 ; 
3. 2,050.25 3,478.75 65.50 396.65 5,992 
4, 1,200.00 1,800.00 3,184.00 2.50 6,186 
5. 3,000.00 7,000.00 1,089.00 112.86 11,200 
6. 1,880.25 3,850.20 2,666.60 2.50 Sage 
he 70.25 70.25 281.00 422 
8. 50.00 25.50 58.30 146.00 279 
Oo: ae Aay a aL 142.50 1,204.45 2,474 
10. 1,675.50 SAME ASS 3,38% 
at 50.00 75.00 128 
ir 933.17 865.12 Oalli 364.57 5,93¢ 
INSy, 351.75 103.37 851.25 409.00 1,718 
16. 175.00 98.00 7.50 28¢ 
ie 125.25 246.50 400 21 vi {al 
18. 22.00 45.50 100.00 69.00 234 
ie), 245.50 400.50 380.00 4.00 1,03¢ 
20. 200.00 277.00 47" 
Pally | 
a il 
ae 75.00 (-75.37) 253.82 25: 
25. 76.50 15.00 4 
PNG. 4 
PAL 4 
28. 88.73 392.49 597.65 6.00 1,08 
Zo 37.50 37.50 i 
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ith Cong. 9,073.00 9,073.00 


Misc. 10.00 739.25 749.25 
als $14,393.04 $1,619.51 $29,560.49 $50.00 $13,698.60 $10,365.26 $69,686.90 
JANUARY RECEIPTS AFTER CLOSING OF BOOKS 
L. 43.77 192.50 27.00 263.27 
3. 103.75 280.00 383.75 
Ds 110.00 220.00 116.50 446.50 
ye 220.50 367.50 4.00 592.00 
. 7.50 12.50 20.00 


cinnati, Ohio 
uary 15, 1960 


rd Order Modesty Crusade Program 


h year at this time the fraternities of the Federated Third Order Prov- 
ss are requested to push our Modesty Crusade Program. To insure 
mite action we are listing some activities for each fraternity. 


Use your fraternity bulletin to keep our Modesty Slogan: 

“Think Smart—Dress Smart” before your members. 

Each fraternity should have a conference on the importance of the 
Modesty Apostolate with special emphasis on the positive side. 
Publicize the Modesty Pledge “I believe that modesty in dress safe- 
cuards the virtue of purity. I pledge myself to set the example of Mary- 
like modesty for my family and associates at all times.” 

Copies of this pledge can be obtained from the Arch-Confraternity of 
Christian Mothers, 220—37th Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. All 
should be asked to sign this pledge, and carry it in their prayer book 
or wallet. 

Have modesty literature available at the Third Order meeting at which 
the conference on modesty is given. We suggest the leaflets: “Modesty 
and Charm”—“What Shall I Wear?”—“Modern Yet Modest”—*What 
About Modesty?” All these can be obtained at 220—37th Street, Pitts- 
purgh, Pennsylvania. 

At a Third Order business meeting or chapter meeting, arrange to play 
‘he Modesty Record. Running time for each side is 15 minutes. Speed 
is 33 1/3 rpm. It is priced at Five Dollars and can be obtained from the 
same address in Pittsburgh. 

In youth fraternities, especially, a fashion show can be presented. In 
che Pittsburgh area the fraternities have done this for entire schools. 
Displays on modern, modest fashions can likewise be put on school 
bulletin boards. 

4 panel discussion on modesty is also in order. A prepared discussion 
yutline is available at the central office of the Third Order. 

Hach fraternity is requested to appoint a chairman and a committee to 
study the possibilities of putting the above recommendations into prac- 
‘icality. 

The young tertiaries in Pittsburgh, known as the Crusaders of the Pov- 
srello, have already carried out these recommendations. They are will- 
ng to give any further information. 
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Thomas of Celano, the friar-biographer of 
St. Francis is receiving a good deal of at- 
tention this year marking the 700 year 
of his death. An article in Ecclesia, a 
monthly Vatican publication, says that he 
was born in 1185 of a wealthy family in 
Celano in the Abruzzi. He had a good 
education. He joined the order about 1215 
for he relates in his Vita I that after the 
return of Francis from Spain in 1215 “A 
number of educated noble men _ joyfully 
joined him” and among these, perhaps 
already a priest, the writer “the good God 
solely out of his goodness was pleased to 
number.” 


In 1221 Thomas was sent to Germany; 
in 1223 he became the vicar-provincial of 
the German province when Caesar of Spire 
returned to Italy. Thomas was evidently 
back at the Portuncula in 1226 when St. 
Francis died for he describes it so delicately 
and in such detail and he even states that 
he was an eye-witness. He was also present 
at the canonization of St. Francis on July 
16, 1228. Once more in 1230 he was back 
in Assisi for the transference of the body 
of St. Francis from the church of St. George 
to the new basilica of San Francisco on 
May 25. From 1246-7 he was in Assisi, 
and also from 1250-53 and 1255-56 when 
he was writing the life of St. Clare of Assisi. 


He spent much of his time in his own 
province of the Abruzzi where he obtained 
assistance from the Poor Clares of the 
Convent of St. John of the Valley where 
Thomas died in 1260. There he was buried; 
but after the Poor Clares abandoned their 
convent, the body of Thomas of Celano 
was moved to Tagliacozzo and buried be- 
hind the main altar in the church of St. 
Francis. 


In the second half of the 17th century 
the body of Thomas of Celano was re- 
clothed in a conventual habit and placed 
in a glass and wooden coffin below the main 
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altar, where it remains for public vene! 
tion to this day. His tomb bears the simp 
inscription “B. Thomas of Celano, discij 
of St. Francis and writer of his biograph) 
and the Sequence for the Dead.” ¢ 

Thomas of Celano enjoyed “popw 

beatification” from the 15th century ’ 
can be learned from the passage in 1 
martyrology on the 4th of October. Hel 
paid particular veneration in the city: 
Celano on the second Sunday of Octob 
and on Easter Monday, and on the feast: 
the Portiuncula. 
The Writings of Celano The Fathers | 
Quaracchi (the international college : 
Franciscan scholars near Florence, Ita: 
and the Bollandists (Jesuit experts on — 
lives of the saints and blessed) have th 
doubts about the fact that Thomas : 
Celano was the author of the sequence us 
in the Mass for the Feast of St. Fran: 
Historical research seems to strongly c: 
firm Celano’s authorship of the Dies Ix 
though some evidence cannot yet be ¢ 
regarded which seems to indicate that : 
Dies Irae sequence was in existence lo 
before Celano was old enough to read é 
write. Some scholars think he may hi! 
merely popularized the Dies Irae by havi 
it inserted in the Franciscan liturgy wh 
was such a heavy factor in fashioning W' 
ern liturgy. It remains, however, that | 
tradition of his authorship in his own ril 
has never been disproved. 

The old rationalist school of the e@ 
20th century, with Sabatier as its ha 
tried very hard to discredit Thomas} 
Celano as an historian, and to reduce | 
to a plagiarist, or at best, a propagan/ 
of the “official” view of the Church a 
cerning St. Francis. More recent stud 
however, have reaffirmed Celano * 
historian of integrity and talent. Th 
followed theory, especially since Sabati 
day (roughly, 1890). But each new “‘fil 
on closer inspection leaves the traditid 
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es just as they were—and among 
tional sources, Thomas of Celano’s 
I and II take thee first place. At 
present stage of the controversy (now 
st completely defunct) there is as 
reason for departure from the tradi- 
acceptance of St. Francis sources 
1ere is for discarding the Gospels as 
entic records. And Francis remains 
these true sources make him out to 
a great saint of the Catholic Church, 
h, with all that stands for it and all 
ands for, he revered and loved and 
ed as Christ incorporated. ° 


H Green Stamps Help Mission: Mis- 
ies have found so many ways of pro- 
lg necessities that it came as no sur- 
to have announced in the daily press 
a school in Provo, Utah was provided 
three school buses by a stamp-trade. 


dered Priest, Tertiary: The Rev. Vin- 
Belle, assistant pastor of Holy Cross 
rch, Buffalo, New York, was mur- 
d by a gunman in the rectory garage 
1e priest was preparing to carry the 
ed Sacrament to the sick on New 
s Day 1960. The Franciscan Fathers 
uffalo write that Fr. Belle was a good 
ciscan teritary who never missed a 
ing of the priest’s fraternity in Buf- 
and was well-liked and esteemed in the 
h of the Holy Cross. He was an alum- 
of Christ the King Seminary, St. 
venture, New York. R.J.P. e 
salem Patriarch Given Israeli Vicar 
Holiness Pope John XXIII has named 
er Pier Giorgio Chiappero O.F.M., a 
ber of the Custody of the Holy Land, 
liary Bishop of the Patriarch of Jeru- 
a1, to serve as patriarchal vicar for 
‘l. Bishop-elect Chiappero in effect 
mes spiritual leader of the Latin Rite 
olics in Israel. Born in Turn, Italy in 
, he was ordained in 1940. ° 


ications Received: 


, Timasell, Trans. Raphael Huber 


M. Conv. Booklet — meditations for 
ts. 
Gabriel, Mabel Farnum. Paperback 


aphy. 

Litany of Our Lady, Gearon. 
Imitation of Our Lady, Gearon. 

of the Downtrodden, Ledit. Social 
gles in Mexico. 

Ity to Animals, Agius. Pamphlet. 


Ege) 1.97650 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
JUNE 


Bl. Felix of Nicosia C. 1 Or.— 
(Fran, June 2). 

St. Angela Merici V. 3 Or.—F ran. 
(rest, May 31). 

Bl. Felix—Fran. (rest, June 1). 
One day of the Novena in honor 
of St. Anthony. 

Pentecost. G.A. and P.I. 

Renewal of Profession with Con- 
secration in June. 

Trinity Sunday. G.A. and P.I. 

St. Anthony of Padua C. D. 1 Or. 
Corpus Christi. G.A. and P.I. 

St. Ives of Brittany C. 3 Or.— 
Fran. (rest, May 19). 

Bl. Micheline W. 3 Or.—(Fran. 
Sept. 9). 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. G.A. and 
Pale 

St. John Baptist. 

Sts. Peter and Paul. G.A. and P.I. 


Obituaries 


Sr. Jasperine Cole (Wheaton, Ill.), Sr. 
Gerlad Tischleder (Rochester, Minn.), Sr. 
Bernarda Thamann (Hartwell, O.). 

Aguilar, Colorado: Catherine Passarelli 
— Batesville, Ind.: Ella Kaiser, Veronica 
Doll — Baton Rouge: Mrs. L. A. Daigle 
— Blanco, N. M.: Pedro C. Valdez — 
Chicago: Rose Ann Schaar, Eva Dahm, 
Anna Mang, Daisy Elwart, Harriet Mes- 
senger, Catherine Brutton, Margaret Far- 
rell, Eliz. Gaffney, Romana Hendricks, 
Victoria Horak, Mary E. Kelly, Joseph 
Sharpe, Barbara Tranar — Cincinnati: 
Eliz. Joerling, Florence Bender, Rose 
Buechler, Fred Tuke — Cleveland: John 
Konte, Marg. Boyden, Anna Cadek — 
Dayton: William Schmid, Anna Herbert, 
Eliz. Lynch, Eliz. Mag, Stella Hulse — 
Detroit: Minnie Dolecke, Mary Droulliard, 
Lena Wittmer, Grace Bommerito, Johanna 
Kuss, Chas. Buchenberger, Ann LaBadie, 
Cordelia Teifer, Blanche Hardies, John 
Mee, Catherine Kouri, Mary Minwegen — 
Elyria: Jacob Young, Celia Fox — Hous- 


ton: Catherine Sacho — Emporia, Kan.: 
Katherine Barr — Escanba: Mrs. Wm. 
Flynn, Barbara Semer — Los Angeles: 


Bridget Watters — Louisville: Edith 
Gerber, Mary C. Meyer, Mayme Kruer, 
Minnie Mann — Milwaukee: Edward Gie- 
lens — New Orleans: Jeanne P. Baudry, 
Olympia B. Muller — Paterson: Roland 
Craig — Pittsburgh: James Jos. Devlin, 
Bridget Fisher — St. Bernard, O.: Charles 
Burtschy, Alice Mundrick — St. Louis: 
Theresa Lovette, Allie Givens, Frances 
Steinbach, Mary Thiele — Streator, Ill. 
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SPECIAL OFFER! LC ig the Franciscan Book of the Year! 


the 

Franciscan 
Book ol 

Saints 


FRANCISCAN 
BOOKCASE 


All Titles 
On Consignment, 


Postage Free. 


BEDI aes 


See 
opposite 


page 
for details. 
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(OW You Can Have 
; Complete Franciscan Bookstore 


in your own Fraternity! 


THE FRANCISCAN BOOKCASE 


‘anciscan Bookcase, pictured on opposite page, is a specially selected 
sortment of Franciscan books by the editors of Franciscan Herald 
eSS. 


‘anciscan Bookcase comes to you without costing you a penny! The 
10le thing is ON CONSIGNMENT and will be shipped to you POST- 
GE FREE. 


‘ranciscan Bookcase is specially designed; it is made of cardboard— 
llapsible, easy to assemble, durable. The Bookcase is delightfully 
corated and makes a welcome “‘showpiece” in college lobby, hospital 
ft shop, Motherhouse library, or any institution conducted by reli- 
ous Sisters, Brothers and Priests. 


anciscan Bookcase also comes with two cardboard carrying cases so 
at the whole Bookcase is easily transportable from one location to 
other. 


anciscan Bookcase is designed with a special display board for 
lich Franciscan Herald Press will supply new posters and informa- 
mn periodically. 

anciscan Bookcase comes to you completely equipped with a “Libra- 
in’s Manual” with complete instructions for trouble-free operation. 
tock Sales Report” is made monthly at which time payment is made 
cr what is sold less 15% discount. The “Stock Sales Report” is also 
ur order-blank. All books come to you postage free! 


sce ee ee a ee 


Free7. 0. Pial 


For American T.O. Participants in Eucharistic Congress 


> Franciscan Herald Press is offering, through the kindness of a bene- 
tor, a free Third Order lapel pin for all Third Order members going to 
Eucharistic Congress in Munich and taking part in the Franciscan Con- 
tion to be held in conjunction with the congress. All American tertiaries 
| be identifiable by the pin and will give the group a simple symbol of 
ty. Bona fide members write to Franciscan Herald Press, 1434 W. 51st 


Chicago 9, Illinois for FREE T.O. PIN. 


FRANCISCAN HERALD AND H'ORUM 
1484 West dlst Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


Miss Clare V Hale 
3425 Harper St 
Oakland 1 Calif 
61 AP 


. 
OE FARR 
ee PACER A ae 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 


Book Department/Huntington, Indiana 


ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS Mat 
AT CHICAGO Post OFFICE 


COME 
MEET MY FRI 


33 RPM $1.98 p 
“Come, Meet My Frie! 


both a gentle invitation 
Catholics to meet Christ 
Catholic Church, and | 
struction for Catholics — 
to deepen their faith and 
ship with Christ. It is 1 
by Monsigor John J. Y 
Oklahoma city, famous 
convert work and his rad 
for the past 35 years. 


Bishop Victor J. Reed of Oklah’ 
Tulsa accepts ''Come, Meet M 
from Rt. Rev. John J. Walde, a 


narrator. 


Please send. .... recording(s) of COME ME=T MY FRIEND by Msgr. Walde. Re 
($1.98 each) enclosed. 

Name be 2 om: : 

Address __. ae eee 

City : ee ee _____ Zone State 


